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To: National Park Authority, 16 December 2022 
From: Marc Ronan, Solicitor and Monitoring Officer 
 
 

Contract Standing Orders 
 
 

Decision Required YES ☒ / NO ☐ Agenda Item 7 

 

Recommendation 

Approve the Contract Standing Orders attached as Appendix One 

 

 

Key Messages 

This report seeks approval for the new Contract Standing Orders and informs 
Members that further changes may be required in due course. 
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Background 

 
Contract Standing Orders (“CSO”) are the Authority’s rules for the buying, renting and 
leasing of Goods, Services and Works and apply to all Relevant Contracts made by 
the Authority.  

 
The aim of CSO is to assist Officers in achieving best practice and lawful procurement, 
to ensure that the Authority fulfils its statutory obligations and excellent outcomes for 
its service users.  

 
The CSO also provide a basis for fair competition by providing transparent and 
auditable procedures to protect the Authority’s reputation from any suggestion of 
dishonesty or corruption. 

 
These CSO apply to all Officers of the Authority or any companies or organisations 
within the Authority’s control. They are part of the Authority’s Standing Orders and 
therefore Officers have a duty to ensure they have fully understood them and have 
sufficient authority prior to commencing any procurement or contracting activity  

 
The last review took place in 2016 and it was felt timely to review the Standing Orders 
relating to Contract which has resulted in a new document that reflects compliance 
with an Audit Wales recommendation, changes in inflation, legislation, and best 
practice. New Contract Standing Orders Have been drafted for approval by the 
Authority and contain as an Appendix A Procurement Guide for Officers, the latter 
being an operational matter which although within the Chief Executives delegation (not 
requiring Authority approval) is included for reference and completeness. 

 
Alongside the review of the CSO, Legal Services is also developing a Procurement 
toolkit to help support those officers who are managing procurement processes. 
Development of the toolkit will be reported to Audit and Risk Committee as it 
progresses.  

 
The Authority is also strengthening its approach to securing social value through the 
Authority’s contracts. Social value is an approach that seeks to secure additional 
social, cultural, environmental, and economic well-being benefits in accordance with 
the Well-being of Future Generations Act 2015 the aims of which are set out in the 
Authority’s Corporate Plan. 

 
The UK Government proposes to repeal the Public Contracts Regulations 2015, the 
Utilities Contracts Regulations 2016 and the Concession Contracts Regulations and 
produce a single set of regulations covering all contracts. This will have a significant 
impact on the Contract Standing Orders. Consequently, a new Procurement Bill is 
currently at its third reading at the House of Lords, where the final draft of the Bill is 
being reviewed. 
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Having passed through the previous stages, the Bill must be sent to the other House 
where the whole procedure is repeated. Bills can still be amended at this stage, and 
both Houses must agree on the amendments. If the Houses cannot reach a 
compromise on the final drafts, the procedure can be extremely lengthy. Due to time 
limits, some Bills are lost. The final stage (if successfully passed through both Houses) 
is Royal Assent which is given by the King to the Bill once it completed all the 
parliamentary stages, and it is declared to both Houses. It is also listed in the 
Parliament’s record of official proceedings.  

 
For the above reasons, we will continue to keep the Contract Standing Orders under 
review and will bring further recommendations to the Authority in light of changes 
arising from the bill.  

 
In the meantime, this report is seeking the Authority’s support for the proposed 
changes and the adoption of the new Contract Standing Orders attached as Appendix 
One. 
 
Relation to Authority Priorities 

 
Contribution towards the Corporate objective of delivering key services that meet the 
needs of residents and visitors to the National Park. 

 Work with communities to plan, participate, support and shape the future of 
their place;  

 Change which enables the Authority to work within the resources available.  

 By working with our partners, we will improve the environment quality across 
the region;  

 Provide value for money services. 
 
Impact Analysis 

 
Financial – none directly relating from this report. 
 
Legal – contained within this report. 
 
Diversity - none directly relating from this report. 
 
Human Resources - none directly relating from this report. 
 
Sustainability – none directly relating from this report. 
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Appendix One: Contract Standing Orders 

 


